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On June 20, Sandinista security forces arrested three members of the opposition Independent
Liberal Party for organizing an anti-draft demonstration in Boaco, a provincial capital located 50
miles east of Managua. The demonstration was reportedly attended by hundreds of women whose
husbands and sons aged 26 to 40 have been taken away for a month of military training. On June
19, two days before the contingent from Boaco departed, word was received that one of its members
had been killed by gunfire. Although the circumstances of his death were unclear, the news upset
many relatives, who appealed to the authorities that training be conducted at a base near Boaco
rather than in combat zones. A crowd, mostly women, marched through the streets of Boaco on
Friday and entered the local Red Cross compound. The protesters, said by the Red Cross officials
to have totaled about 1,000, asked that representatives of the Red Cross from Managua be called to
Boaco to serve as mediators. Two representatives arrived at midafternoon. "They were demanding
that their relatives be moved out of the war zone, but we told them this was a military question
and that it was impossible for us to help," said Adolfo Beteta, one of the Red Cross representatives.
(Basic data from NEW YORK TIMES, 06/22/87)
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